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Eastern Legacy Extension Act, which extends
the Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail east-
ward. The bill recently passed by the House of
Representatives and awaits action in the Sen-
ate. Since leaving our office, he has gone on
to work as an Account Manager at Bloomberg
Government.

| want to thank Stephen for his friendship
and his hard work in our office. | wish him
continued success in all that God has planned
for him.
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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to recognize the 30th anniversary me-
morial service honoring six Kansas City fire-
fighters who tragically lost their lives serving
the community.

On November 29, 1988, just before 4:00 in
the morning, the Kansas City Fire Department
(KCFD) responded to a call at a construction
site in the south end of the city. What started
as a routine emergency response rapidly
turned into tragedy and destruction. The fire
escalated to a massive explosion, ultimately
kiling six firefighters. Fire Captain Gerald
Halloran, Fire Captain James Kilventon, fire-
man Thomas Fry, fireman Luther Hurd, fire-
man Robert McKarnin, and fireman Michael
Oldham gave their lives in service to the com-
munity. While their legacy of courage, her-
oism, and dedication to the public is forever
preserved, what remains is the absence of six
men who were loved by many.

As Mayor pro tempore at the time, | remem-
ber arriving to a scene of grief and heartache.
| can still recall the overwhelming wave of sor-
row and despair that overcame me as | looked
down from the helicopter at the devastation. It
is a morning that | will never forget.

For a century and a half, the Kansas City
Fire Department has served the people of
Kansas City, guided by the mission “to protect
and serve the community with commitment
and dedication to excellence.” The profound
legacies that Gerald Halloran, James
Kilventon, Thomas Fry, Luther Hurd, Robert
McKarnin, and Michael Oldham leave behind
embody the department’s mission to serve the
community today. This tragic event changed
the firefighting profession, prompting new ad-
vancements in safety protocols that protect
first responders today.

Thirty years later, on the anniversary of the
1988 explosion, the community will come to-
gether to reflect and honor these six men who
gave their lives doing what they loved, what
they wholeheartedly believed was their mis-
sion in life—to serve and protect the people of
our city.

As | stand here today to honor these six
men and reflect on the solemn event which
took their lives, | also want to acknowledge
the brave women and men in our community
who fight fires. In 2015, a three-alarm fire in
the heart of Kansas City’s Northeast neighbor-
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hood took the lives of two firemen, Larry
Leggio and John Mesh. And like the 1988 ex-
plosion, the Kansas City community rallied
and unified to seek justice for the firefighters
that dedicated their lives to saving those in
danger.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District in remem-
bering and honoring the lives of the six fire-
fighters who selflessly dedicated themselves
to public service. The legacy they leave be-
hind is a perpetual reminder of the sacrifices
of the Kansas City Fire Department and fire-
fighters across the nation. Let us join together
in recognizing these six men who nobly
served their communities and their families.

e —
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Ms. Leah Campos, an
Arizona native and Senior Advisor for the
Western Hemisphere on the Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Throughout my time as Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman, Leah has advised me
on matters pertaining to Latin America and the
Caribbean. This region is critical to our coun-
try’'s national interests, and our Committee
would not have been able to engage success-
fully with this part of the world without Leah’s
advice and counsel.

Before coming to Capitol Hill, Leah served
in the foreign field as an Operations Officer in
the Clandestine Service of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. Her Congressional achieve-
ments aside, for this work alone, Leah has
earned my gratitude and admiration. Leah’s
time serving in the field informs her under-
standing of what constitutes vital U.S. inter-
ests, and how best to leverage our country’s
strength in pursuit of those interests. Believing
as she does in the value of diplomacy, Leah
forged important relationships with the region’s
diplomatic community in Washington and
abroad, keeping Committee members ap-
prised of key issues. Her free-market instincts
kept her focused on our ever-important rela-
tionship with Mexico, and the commercial ben-
efits of that interconnection to Americans
across the country—including in Leah’s home
state ofArizona.

Leah is the proud mother of four children—
Christian, Isabela, Soledad and Xavier—a life-
long conservative, and strong believer in the
principles of economic liberty and limited gov-
ernment. | am grateful for her work on the
Committee, and wish her the very best in the
future.

HONORING TYLER COSTAS
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Tyler
Costas, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state.
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Tyler worked in my Indiana office for nearly
a year, serving as a member of our political
operations team. He also interned in our
Washington, D.C. office, where he was re-
sponsible for giving tours of the Capitol, and
working with our legislative team. Tyler has an
incredible work ethic and was a tremendous
asset to our team.

On a personal note, | admire Tyler's loyalty,
intellect and work ethic. He has been a valu-
able member of our team, and | have no
doubt Tyler's future is very bright. | want to
thank Tyler for his friendship and his hard
work in our office. | wish him continued suc-
cess in all that God has planned for him and
his family.

————
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you to present H.R. 5412, which would
rename the United States Postal Service facil-
ity located at 25 2nd Avenue in Brentwood,
New York as the “Army Specialist Jose L.
Ruiz Post Office Building.”

Throughout the 2nd District of New York,
there are countless examples of fine men and
women who have honorably served and pro-
tected our country. Putting the needs of the
country before their own, these men and
women have gone overseas to defend our
freedoms and protect those who could not
protect themselves.

One of these constituents was Army Spe-
cialist Jose L. Ruiz. In the wake of the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks, SPC Ruiz was
inspired to leave his job as a computer net-
work engineer and join the United States
Army. During his service, SPC Ruiz was as-
signed to the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regi-
ment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
Stryker Brigade Combat team based in Fort
Lewis, Washington. With his unit, SPC Ruiz
was deployed to Irag. While conducting secu-
rity operations in Mosul, his position was ap-
proached by enemy forces in a civilian vehicle
who attacked the position with small arms fire.
SPC Ruiz was tragically killed in the attack.

SPC Ruiz was awarded the Purple Heart,
the Bronze Star Medal, and several other
awards for his service and bravery.

With his untimely passing, SPC Ruiz left be-
hind a loving family, including his brothers,
Alexander and Eduardo, Jr., his sister Rosa,
his loving wife Alexa, his young daughter
Liana, and his parents, Eduardo and Juliana.

Renaming this USPS facility is a small way
to honor the sacrifice of SPC Ruiz and his
family. SPC Ruiz is a true American hero.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
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